Holy mobile - prayer enters the text age
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The Salvation Army Is embrac-
ing mobile phone technology to
reach young hearts and minds,
and has employed a Leeds com-
pany to help in'its guest.

Mobile communications firm AQ
is' providing a special text alert
seanne for the Salvstlun Army's
youth ministry unit, which is hop-
ing to complete 50 days of non-stop

prayer for young people and youth
work.

Under the Prayer Wave initis-
tive, participants will registor for
a prayer slot via a webslte and
have their mobile phone number
recorded.

They will then recelve a text
message saying “You're It” - as
with the children's game of tag -
to alert them when it is their turn
to pray and ensure the circle
remains unbroken.

AQ spokesman Adam

more commonly used for dental
appointments.
But he also said: "It demon-

‘strates how texting has become an

integral part of today's society.”

Mr Beaumont added: “For an
organisation like the Salvation
Army, communication is critical
0 it is important for them to tap
into new medin such as texting
which are user-friendly and that
people can relate to,”

The Salvation Army’s UK leader,
Commissioner Alex Hughes, said

the or fon was forward-

sabd using text to remind people to
pray was one of the most unusual
uses for the technology he had

thinking and wanted to. mskn

slots we need, 600 have already
been filled and lots of our mem-
bers have. told us that they've

. found the text alerts really helpful
in reminding them to fulfil their
commitment.™

The pastoral canon at Ripon
Cathedral, Michael Glanwville-
Smith, last night said the use of
technology was one of way of
reaching out to younger people
and giving them a sense of God.

The Prayer Wave I.llltint]\m is
running until 20th March.

For more information on lh,e

h visit the web
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A YORKSHIRE phone
company has been called
to higher things.

Mobile communications firm
(aq) limHed has won o contract
to send out mobile messages to

Bosed in Park Square in con-
tral Leeds, (ag) Hmited spe-
cialises in pa'mrldlng toxt mes-
saging serviees for business and
corporabe wse.

Bat it is now organising a
specinl messaging service for
the Prayer Wave initiative,
organised by The Salvation
Army's Youth Ministry Unit.

The initiative alms o com-
plete 50 days of non-stop priyer
for &'nunu people and yot:lh
work:

As| part of the campaign, \-‘01
unfeers have been signing up
for Tag 8 - an electronic form
of prayer which aims to creato
0 continuous, unbroken prayer
chain.

Participants register for a
prayer slot via the inltiative’s
website wwow youthiministry.oo,
uk/ pricyeroaoe,

Thaeir mobike phone numbser
is recorded and they then
receive a text message saying

He said: “Of the 1,200 prayer

wiow. yourhministry.co. uk.l’
prayerivaty.

“You're it” to alert them when
it's thelr tum to pray.

Boss Adam Beaumont of ng
said: “This is definitely one of
the most unusual uses of our
servioe but it demonstrates how
texting has become an integal
part of today’s socloty.

"“For an organisation like
The Salvation Army, communi-
cation ks critical so it's impor-
tant for them to tap info new
maedia, such as texting, which is
user I‘riendiy and that people
can relnte to,”

Commibssioner Alix Hughes,
UK Leader of The Salvation
Army, added: “*We are a very
progressive and foeward-think-
ing organisation and are keen
1o make Christian values as
accessibile as possible for every-

“The Tag 24 idea has really
worked well - of the 1,200
slots we peed, 600 have
already been filled and lots of
our mirmbers have told s that
they*ve found the text alerts
really helpful in reminding
them to fulfil their commit-
ment.”
The Prayer Wave staried on
February 1 and runs antil
March 20 Furiber information
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